
As a Farm Bureau® member, you have extraordinary powers… the power to be heard… the power to govern… the power to impact
farming practices. This power comes from the Grassroots Policy Development process and support found at your County Farm Bureau®,
Illinois Farm Bureau®, and American Farm Bureau Federation®. You benefit from your own policy! After all, it starts with you!

How Your Idea Becomes a Farm Bureau Policy

1. You have an idea, need, or concern.

2. You tell someone.
• County president or board member
• Fellow members at a county meeting
• Fellow members at a machine shed

meeting or other Policy Development event
• Your County Policy Development Committee

through surveys

3. Your county researches
and considers your idea.

• Your County Manager and County Policy
Development Committee help prepare
your idea.

• Your County Board of Directors reviews
the information prepared for  your idea.

• If supported at the county level, your
proposed policy change is submitted to
the Illinois Farm Bureau’s (IFB) Resolu-
tions Committee.

4. The IFB Resolutions
Committee considers
your idea.

• One of three Resolutions Subcommittees and the full
Resolutions Committee review policy submittals in July
and/or November.

• Actions taken on county submittals are forwarded to all
County Farm Bureaus in July and November.

• The committee supports, rejects, or returns your idea for
additional information. Once your idea is accepted, it is
prepared for the IFB Annual Meeting.

5. Farmers throughout Illinois vote on
your idea and if approved, it becomes policy.

• At the December IFB Annual Meeting, more than 360 delegates from
96 County Farm Bureaus review all proposed and existing policies.

• A majority vote turns your idea into an actual policy!
• In January, a new set of Illinois Farm Bureau policies is made

available to county leaders  and other farmer members.
• 96 county Farm Bureaus and Illinois Farm Bureau use their collective

influence to impact legislative and regulatory issues based on the
policies approved by IFB delegates.

• If the policy has national significance, it is then forwarded to the
American Farm Bureau Federation

®
.

6. Your IFB policy could turn
into American Farm Bureau
Federation policy.

• IFB policies are submitted to American Farm
Bureau Federation (AFBF). At the January
AFBF Annual Meeting, IFB delegates encour-
age other state delegates to vote for your policy.

• Another majority vote turns your IFB policy
into AFBF policy.

• The AFBF staff and lobbyists work to turn your
idea into a law, regulation, or statement that
supports you and your fellow farmer!

7. You benefit from your own policy!
After all, it started with you!

Who Is the State
Resolutions Committee?
• One county president from

each of the 18 IFB districts

• Three IFB Board members

• Chair of the State Young
Leaders Committee

• Vice-Chair of the Action
Team Coordinating Council

• Vice-President of Illinois Farm
Bureau (Is committee chair)
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